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Dear Friends of NWALT, 

2023 was a transformative year for the Northwest Arkansas Land Trust (NWALT), and 
2024 promises to be just as impactful. Conservation efforts have surged, bringing us 
closer to our goal of protecting 10,000 acres by the end of 2024. Our mission is simple 
yet profound: to enhance the quality of life in NWA through the permanent protection of 
land. Here are some of our proudest achievements:

Lake Frances Preserve: We received an 840-acre donation along the Illinois River, a 
critical habitat now preserved for future generations. This preserve features 17 miles of 
single-track trails and a greenway, making it a prime destination for hikers and bikers.

Private Land Protection: We worked with individuals like Philip and Rebecca Thompson, 
who purchased and protected a significant property in Crawford County through a 
conservation easement with NWALT. This collaboration highlights the importance of 
private landowners in our conservation efforts. So many other individuals have made 
significant contributions to conservation that will make a difference in our quality of life.

Looking ahead to 2024, we are excited to continue our work with various partners to 
protect critical lands. These efforts will directly enhance the quality of life for everyone in 
NWA, ensuring that our natural landscapes remain vibrant and accessible for generations 
to come.

Grady Spann
NWALT Executive Director & CEO



Friends of NWALT,

In 2023, we celebrate a remarkable milestone in our organization’s history – our 
20 year anniversary!  Twenty years of working with land owners, agencies, and 
our community to protect the vital landscapes around us.  Twenty years of 
relationships based on trust and vision for the future of our region. Twenty years 
of work, resulting in7,696 acres of land protected in perpetuity for wildlife.  

NWALT began from a few like-minded conservationists, volunteering their time, 
and has grown to fully staffed organization, earning respect from the conservation 
community along the way.  Our diligent and hardworking staff, volunteers, and 
Board of Directors continue to be committed to our mission, to preserve and 
enhance the quality of life for all people in Northwest Arkansas through the 
permanent protection of land.

Thank you for your part in NWALT’s growth, and consequently the land saved in 
northwest Arkansas.  We hope to see you again next year.  Cheers to 20 years! 

Sincerely,

Jenny C. Burbidge
NWALT Board President



“The Mountain Property is 
famously scenic, and the Land 
Trust’s conservation easement that 
is now in place will ensure that 
the mountain remains open space 
in perpetuity, either as privately 
owned land or until it becomes 
part of a state park, a national 
forest, or other protected land,” 
said Rebecca Thompson.

We invite you to pause, take a deep breath, and celebrate all 
that we have accomplished together in 2023.

“The Mountain” Property



 “Every chance we get, we encourage landowners to get in touch with NWALT and 
learn about conservation easements.”

The property is part of the Boston 
Mountains Scenic Wildlife Corridor, 
a priority area for the land trust 
where a substantial block of U.S. 
Forest Service land is located

Fun Fact

“The Mountain” Property
580 Acres 
June 2023



2023 IMPACT NUMBERS

ACRES PROTECTED

911

767

3
PROPERTIES PROTECTED OUTREACH PROGRAMS

42

ACRES STEWARDED

1,500+
LIFELONG LEARNERS*



ACRES PROTECTED

7,696

911

ACRES STEWARDED

45
OUTREACH PROGRAMS*

236

OVERALL IMPACT NUMBERS

*ESTIMATED

PROPERTIES PROTECTED

3,600+
LIFELONG LEARNERS*



“Both my husband and I grew up running loose in the 
woods and rivers around our childhood homes in the 
Missouri Ozarks,” said Linda Stith. “Our land has allowed 
our children and grandchildren to experience that same 
kind of freedom and enjoyment of the natural world.”  
Local Landowners Linda and Lloyd Stith Permanently Protect 200 Acres on the 
White River

STITH PROPERTY, Linda and Lloyd



JOIN OUR MISSION 
HELP SAVE LAND IN NWA

Thanks to the support and leadership of so many, the Northwest Arkansas Land Trust 
has worked continuously over the last two decades to save the places that matter 
most to our community. With the guidance of our new Strategic Land Protection Plan 
we are prepared to increase the rate of land protection in our region, but we cannot 
do it without the support of people like you. 

We invite you to join us in our critical mission to protect the places that sustain our 
high quality of life in Northwest Arkansas, before they are gone forever.

DONATE TODAY

Blackburn Bluffs



Original Board Members Honored at Second Acre by Acre Event. NWALT held the 
second Acre by Acre event at the Ozark Mountain Smokehouse in October to honor The original board members of 
NWALT. Over 160 friends joined us for a perfect fall night on Kessler Mountain to honor their commitment to building 
community and protecting our region’s natural beauty and to begin an awareness campaign of the significance of our 
work to protect our home’s water, land, and wildlife.



NWALT collaboration 
with Fossil Cove Brewing 
to produce a beer  called 

“Acre by Acre” and donated 
proceeds from sales ($1 from 

each pint benefits a local 
outdoor non-profit). 

X



EXPENSES / REVENUE
2023

70%

19%

11%

42.2%

33.7%

13.1%

8.9%
$776,240.44 $695,652.20

Total Expenses Total Revenue
Programs

Management

Fundraising

Individual Gifts and Grants

Program Services

Other



Breeze Bluffs

“It is in a very wild and native condition since my 
parents never really made any changes to it while 
they owned it. I love the elevation changes, the 
diversity of the flora and fauna, and the major 
attraction is the string of waterfalls and pools that 
are spring fed. They start small, but by the last one, 
there’s a 20-foot waterfall with a swimming pool-
sized swimming hole there,” said property owner, 
Bob Breeze.

Northwest Arkansas Land Trust Announces 130-Acre 
Conservation Easement of “Breeze Bluffs” in southern 
Washington County east of I-49, within NWALT’s 
Boston Mountain Wildlife Corridor priority area. 



PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION



NWALT staff listed below from left to right

STAFF

Robert Hopper, Director of Engagement and Giving

Susan Koehler, Farmland Preservation Manager

Evan Johnson, Community Engagement Manager

Mikayla Alderson, Administrative & HR Manager

Pam Nelson, Director of Land Protection

STAFF

Grady Spann, Executive Director & CEO

Renee Sneigocki, Land Stewardship Manager

Marson Nance, Director of Land Stewardship & Research

Ryder Snell, Creative & Marketing Manager

BOARD

Jenny Burbidge, President

Eileen Jennings, Vice President

Don Walker, Secretary/ Treasurer

Michele Harrington

Jami Lockhart

Regina Buono

Mark Clippinger

Rick Spicer

Steve Adair 

Matt Dickhut



1725 S. Smokehouse Trail, Fayetteville, AR 72701
479-966-4666 | info@nwalandtrust.org

www.nwalandtrust.org



2023 Donors
Donna Thomas
Rebecca Thompson
Toni Thorn
Thrivent
Heather Tieu
Teresa Turk
Amanda Utsch
Emily Valentin
Tamara Wainer
Don Walker
Teresa Walker
Walton Family 
Foundation
Jim Walton
Nick Walton
Craig Wamsley
Gudrun Wasson
Kerstin Wasson
Quinten Watkins
Christina Weldon
Lee Anne Wiederkehr
Michael Wiederkehr
Williams Tractor
Julie Wilson
Garnett Wise
Shari Withey
Wright, Lindsey, Jennings
Sandy Young
The Santanello Family
Dennis Nelms
Rick Wimpee
Sarah Little
Susan and Kai Pang

Jonas Reagan
Caleb Roberts
Karen Robinson
Cherri Roden
Romance Diamond 
Company
Benjamin Runkle
James Russell
Kaci Ryan
Mary Sanders
Sarah Schoen
Mitzi Scott
Frank Sharp
Molly Sharp
Scott Simon
Lisa Skiles
Brenda Smith
Kim Smith
Kelly Smothers
Edith Snell
Renee Sniegocki
Society of Wetland 
Scientists
Kendra Sours
Grady Spann
Specialized Real Estate 
Group
Rick Spicer
Kathy Spigarelli
Melissa St. Clair
John Staggs
Sophia Stephenson
Stephen Dudley Stitt
Bob Stuppy
Martha Sutherland
Kathy Sutterfield
Karen Takemoto
Jerry Tavegia
Jonathon Tegtmeyer
The Clorox Company

Antony Mirisciotta
Mitchell, Williams, Selig, 
Gates, Woodyard PLLC
Timothy Moeller 
Scotty Mommsen
Anne Montgomery
Erin Moody
Joshua Morgan
Michael Morisette
Karen Mowry
LaDeana Mullinix
Cheyenne Nance
Lisa Nance
Nelms LLLP
Katy Nelson
Sam Nelson
New Hope Boarding and 
Grooming
Darla Newman
Jerilyn Nicholson
Jessica Walker Nohl
John Nooncaster
Ozark Society 
Foundation
Pack Rat Outdoor Center
Lucas Parsch
Jeremy Pate
Kelsie Patton
Sarah Peace
Joanna Person-Michener
Nancy Pierson
Plain Air Painters
Toni Plake
Matt Pohl
Anne Prichard
Cherie Rachel
Roz Ramey
Susan Raymond

Cindy Kalke
Jessica Kemper
Leif Kindberg
Fay Knox
Susan Koehler
Charles Kraeger
Lauren Krause
David Krementz
Jason Krodinger
NWA Land Trust
Alexander Lane
Terri Lane
Richard Larson
Kenneth Leonard
Robert Leone
Liz Lester
Sebrina Lewis
Dennis Lightbourn
Mark Linker
Jami Lockhart
Bo & DeDe Long
Jason Long
Macy’s
Carol Mahon
Christopher Main
Rachel Majors
Roger Mangham
Scott Mangham
Dorothy Mangold
Matt Dickhut Realty
Jana Mayfield
Tom McClure Linda 
MCGHEE
Sarah Mcmakin
Kathy Merry-Ship
Terry Messer
Jack Meullenet
Klinton McCullin
Ella McGee

Thad Freeland
Karan Freeman
Emma Fuston
Kenneth Gaillot
GB Spann Consulting
Rachel Gerner
James Geurtz
Sarah Geurtz
Amy Giannotti
Jake Gibbs
Google
Emilie Gorder
Greater Horizons
Paula Green
Bobbie Hackler
Joyce Hale
Téa Hargrove
Michele Harrington
Lauren Hawkins
Hunter Haynes
Rebecca Hazlewood
Lorraine Heartfield
Pam Heckerson
Edward Heisel
Samantha Heller
Nancy Hennarichs
Nick Hiatt
Taylor Hightower
Julie Hines
George Holmes
Robert Hopper
Debrah Hunter
Caitlyn Hutchison
Eileen Jennings
David Lee Johnson
Dillon Jones
Kim A. Jones
Neil And Robyn Jones
Alison Jumper

Martha Clark
Dawn Clemence
Mark Clippinger 
Alison Cockrum
Angie Coleman
Lowell Collins
Sarah Collins
Comprehensive 
Botanical Services
Aaron Cooper
Crafton Tull
David Criswell
Chelsea Davison
Caroline Decker
Matthew Dickhut
Joe Donahue
Kim Dutton
Mark Dutton
Billy Dyer
Ecological Design Group
Lisa Edmondson
Bret Egg
Kurt Eifling
Emily English
Sherri Esarte
ESI DESIGN
Betty Evans
Daniel Evans
Everence Foundation, Inc
Excellerate Foundation
John Farler-Hoyt
Jonathan Felker
Travis Ferguson
Fidelity Charitable
Nathan Finch
Bob Ford
Jane Foster
Tim Francis
Fran Free
Monica Freeland

Steve Adair
Adventure Subaru
Mikayla Alderson
Ambassador Home 
Maintenance
Alfred Angulo
Diana Baker
Amanda Bancroft
Jasmyn Barca
Meagan Barkley
Janet Barrow
Beaver Water District
Benevity
Coleman Bernal
Shannon Boyd
Brian P Bree
Bob Breeze
Alyssa Brewer
Howard Brill
Judith Brown
Linda Brown
Michael R. Brown
Lori Brownmiller
Diane Bryant
Amy Bryniarski
Regina Buono
Jenny Burbidge
Ozark Ecological 
Restoration, Inc
Robert Burns
Robin Burns
Rita Caver
Central Indiana 
Community Foundation
Mary Chang
Karen Takemoto and 
LeDeanna Mullinix
Tania Chavez
Heather Chilson


